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FROM THE PRESIDENT HeEALTH CARE HORIZONS

DEAR FRIENDS:

I remain deeply grateful for your support of the School of Nursing & Health
Studies. Our continuing advancement is made possible by the leadership and
commitment of our alumni, parents, and friends.

As a student-centered research
university, Georgetown University
leads in providing a well-rounded
education to our student body in the
Jesuit tradition of cura personalis,
which, as many of you know, means
care for the whole person: mind,
body, and spirit. Ve educate men
and women in ways that cultivate
their unique talents and encourage
them to share those gifts in support
of the common good.

During their years on the
Hilltop, students grow in meaningful
ways through vibrant interaction with
fellow students, faculty, and staff
members—inside and outside of the
classroom. Those experiences form
an enduring foundation that posi-
tions them for continued personal
and professional growth.

NHS complements these efforts in a crucially important field: health care.
As our nation engages the debate over health care reform, we must keep at the
center crucial questions about health care access, delivery, and quality. Within
that context, our faculty members at NHS encourage students to become tomor-
row’s leaders in scientific innovation, clinical care, global health, and health care
management.

On behalf of our entire community, | thank you for your dedication to
Georgetown and to NHS. Your efforts allow us to remain at the leading edge of
undergraduate and graduate education. You have my very best wishes.

]

John J. DeGioia
President
Georgetown University

Georgetown University President John J. DeGioia

Sincerely,
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FROM THE DEAN

HeEALTH CARE HORIZONS

DEAR FRIENDS:

I spoke in the spring semester at an event on indige-
nous health that was co-hosted on our campus by the
O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law
and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
It brings us full circle to partner with health and law.

We know much about health. The ways we organize soci-
ety through law has tremendous effect on the health of
individuals.

As | opened the spring session, | anchored this work
in the circle of life as the indigenous know it. My father,
an indigenous man educated by missionaries, was relocat-
ed to San Francisco as part of a federal “helping” program.
Eventually, he worked for a lumber company that harvest-
ed redwood trees.

We all learn lessons from generations that precede us.
The lessons of the redwoods tell us about responsibility
and endurance. Redwood trees can live for more than
2,000 years and are the tallest trees on Earth. They tower
over tall buildings and some skyscrapers. With those char-
acteristics, you might conclude that these trees are rooted
deeply in the ground. On the contrary, their root system
is shallow and interconnected. Simply said, the majestic
trees hold each other up.

This personal story from nature parallels the commu-
nity of growth we foster at Georgetown University School
of Nursing & Health Studies. This issue of Health Care
Horizons magazine covers the many ways our faculty sup-
port the development of students through their education
and experience as they prepare for the diverse facets of the
health care industry.

This summer, for example, | had the pleasure of wel-
coming the annual visit we host for the National Native
American Youth Initiative. Sparking a passion for health
care in high school students sits at the early end of our
educational trajectory. As you will read in the cover story,
our faculty members engage students at various points
along the educational continuum—from the high school
level all the way to research fellows who recently complet-
ed their doctoral programs.

NHS Dean Bette Jacobs spoke to graduates at the 2009 commencement
ceremony.

Enjoy the student profiles that always inspire. These
young men and women are pursing undergraduate and
graduate degrees in our Departments of Health Systems
Administration, Human Science, International Health,
and Nursing. Read in their own words how they are
growing at Georgetown University and hope to use their
education to better the health care system.

Our inspiring graduates grow in the scope of their
influence. | personally congratulate my decanal colleague
Colleen Conway-Welch (NHS’65), who began her aca-
demic journey at NHS and is the subject of one of our
alumni profiles. She is currently celebrating a quarter
century as dean of Vanderbilt University School of
Nursing and was recently named as one of the top 25
women in health care by Modern Healthcare magazine.

I also point to the second alumni profile of recent gradu-
ate Roland Dimaya (NHS’09), who is now pursuing his
master’s degree at Yale School of Public Health. His story
reveals how each department at NHS plays a critical—
and interconnected—role in our students’ educational
formation.

Growth continues in profound ways at this university
and our school. | deeply appreciate your continuing com-
mitment to the future of higher education and health care.
Do visit us soon.

Sincerely,

Lo Yoot

Bette Jacobs




ScHooL NEws

HeEALTH CARE HORIZONS

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS oF 2009!

With pressing health challenges around the globe—
from the aging baby boomers and health care reform
to nursing shortages and rising health care spending,
Pulitzer Prize-winning health and science writer Laurie
Garrett called upon the new graduates to lead.

Garrett addressed the 2009 NHS graduates at an evening
commencement ceremony in Gaston Hall on Saturday,
May 16.

“I celebrate the miracle of each and every one of
you,” said the award-winning journalist and best-selling
author.

“Against all odds, you are here today, ready to treat,
administer, give TLC, and carry out research,” Garrett
said. “Against all odds, you are ready, willing, and able to
fight inside our expensive, semi-functional health system.
And | know that against all odds and obstacles that will be
thrown at you each and every day of your new careers,
you will carry on as consummate professionals.”

More than 160 NHS graduates received their bachelor
of science degrees in health care management & policy,
human science, international health, and nursing.

Among the graduates: Three students were inducted
into Phi Beta Kappa; 34 students were elected to Sigma
Theta Tau, the international nursing honor society; nine
were selected as health studies scholars; four were named
to Upsilon Phi Delta, the honor society for health systems
administration; three were named to Alpha Sigma Nu, the
national Jesuit honor society; and three were initiated into
Sigma Xi, the scientific research society.

The graduating seniors chose Elizabeth Kucharczyk
(NHS’09), an honors nursing major, to present the stu-
dent address at the ceremony. She said Georgetown’s val-
ues must guide her classmates in their careers.

“As we move forward in our careers, it’s important
for us to remember our Georgetown roots and to bring
the university’s values—Ilike respect, integrity, and social
justice—to the international level,” said Kucharczyk.
“Even more important, perhaps, is that we demonstrate
caring and compassion in all of the service that we
provide.”

NHS graduates have begun new careers and graduate
studies at many organizations.

President John J.
DeGioia conferred
an honorary
degree upon
Laurie Garrett,
the 2009 com-
mencement
speaker.

Garrett addressed
the students and
their families.

Examples include:

= Yale School of Public Health

= Harvard School of Public Health

= University of Michigan Medical School

= Accenture

= Georgetown University Hospital

= Children’s National Medical Center

= Deloitte Consulting

= Massachusetts General Hospital

= Columbia University College of Physicians and
Surgeons
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In addition to the undergraduate commencement,
students from the NHS graduate programs in health sys-
tems administration and nursing received their degrees in

NURSING MAJORS EARN PIN AT CEREMONY

Graduating nursing majors at NHS received their nurs-
ing pins at a special ceremony on Friday, May 15, held in
the Bunn Intercultural Center Auditorium.

“We're here to celebrate,” Sharon Radzyminski, interim
chair of the Department of Nursing, told the soon-to-be
graduates. “We're here to celebrate your accomplishments.
We're here to celebrate your future. ...You are the people
who are going to change health care.”

During the event, Jean Farley (NHS’72), an instructor
of nursing, spoke about the significance of the nursing pin.

“Georgetown became a surrogate family that not only
prepared you to be a professional nurse, but a citizen of the
world,” Farley said.

The students graduated from the traditional, four-year
nursing program, as well as the “second-degree” program,
which allows individuals with a bachelor’s degree or higher
in another field to earn a bachelor’s degree in nursing in 16
months.

Graduating seniors selected two classmates to address
the 350-strong crowd. Jill Pallotta (NHS’09) represented
the traditional students, and Cristina Baldia (NHS’09) rep-
resented the second-degree students.

NHS graduates on their big day

the commencement exercises of the Graduate School of
Arts & Sciences, which took place Friday, May 15.

Nursing majors at NHS receive a
pin at a special ceremony on the
day before commencement
each year. The pin is marked
with the year of the school’s
founding.

“Today, we recelve our nursing pins, which represent
the education and experiences we've had at Georgetown,”
Pallotta said. “...Remember that we became nurses to serve
others [and] to promote health and well being of all. We
are the ones at the bedside from birth to death, offering care
and compassion to patients.”

Baldia discussed her classmates’ diverse backgrounds,
including master’s degrees in other fields and career experi-
ence in marketing, public relations, and research. The
group even included a former professor with a Ph.D.
Despite their differences, Baldia said the group came togeth-
er to support the whole.

“As a group, not only have we supported each other in
our times of frustration and periods of struggle, we have
been there for one another to celebrate and rejoice in each
others’ happiness and successes,” Baldia said.

FaLL 2009 5




ScHooL NEws HeEALTH CARE HORIZONS

“As we move forward in our careers, it's important for us to remember our
Georgetown roots and to bring the university’s values—like respect, integrity,

and social justice—to the international level. Even more important, perhaps, is
that we demonstrate caring and compassion in all of the service that we provide.”
—Elizabeth Kucharczyk (NHS'09)

From left to right: Bernhard Liese, chair of the Department of International Health, read Garrett's honorary degree citation. Elizabeth Kucharczyk (NHS'09) delivered
the student address. The Rev. Philip L. Boroughs, S.J., vice president for mission and ministry, offered the invocation.

OF NoTE: PROFESSOR FRIEDLAND Discusses HEALTH CARE REFORM WITH REP. CONYERS

In May, NHS Professor Robert Friedland, photographed at far left, participated in a panel discussion on health care reform with
Rep. John Conyers, Jr. (D-Mich.), who is pictured at far right. Other panelists included Natalie Kontakos, a Canadian palliative
care physician; Dennis Mclintyre, associate medical director for case management and utilization review at Georgetown Uni-
versity Hospital; and David Rabin, research professor in the Department of Family Medicine at Georgetown. The event was
hosted by the Center for Clinical Bioethics at Georgetown University Medical Center.
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D.C. CouncIiL MEMBER
CELEBRATES PROGRAM

D.C. Council member David A. Catania (I-At Large)
visited Georgetown University on Monday, April 20, to
celebrate the 16 city residents who had successfully
completed the Health Workforce Innovation Project.

Funded by a $500,000 grant from the council, the project is
a collaborative effort among Georgetown University Hos-
pital, the District of Columbia Department of Employee
Services, and the Department of Health Systems Admini-
stration at NHS.

D.C. Council member
David A. Catania (I-At
Large)

Members of the Health Workforce Innovation Project posed with their certificates and instructors.

Since January, the program has trained the District resi-
dents as health unit coordinators. Coordinators are respon-
sible for many administrative tasks such as transcribing
medical orders, responding to patient needs, code notifica-
tion, and compiling medical charts. They are the central
point of contact for patient, visitors, and professionals.

“From the bottom of my heart, | congratulate you for
taking this opportunity to retool yourself,” Catania (F'90,
L'94) said at the completion ceremony, held in the Warwick
Evans Room.

Throughout the 12-week program, students received
training in the operation of nursing units and outpatient
departments, medical terminology, computer skills, positive
and effective communication, and many other areas of unit
coordination.

“We hope that you consider this as a launching into a
really extraordinary industry,” said Patricia Cloonan, inter-
im chair of the Department of Health Systems
Administration.

At the event, Regina Knox Woods, vice president of
government affairs at Georgetown University Hospital, read

from a congratulatory letter that D.C. Mayor Adrian M.
Fenty (D) had sent to the participants.

“This is a significant milestone in your life, and |
encourage you to continue your studies,” she read aloud.

Project educators Ben McReynolds (G’10) and Betty
Ann Wilkins presented awards to several participants for
their significant achievement. Winners include:

= Wanda Seeney-Bond: Spirit Award
André Corbett: Academic Achievement Award
Jacquelyne Kiah: Academic Achievement Award
David Napper: Leadership Award
Gerri Shaw: Outstanding Dedication Award
Corbett had the opportunity to address the audience.
“We started as a family and ended as a family,” he said.
“...1 accept this award with pride and humility.”

Stephan Davis (G’09), who served as project director,
added: “There is one thing that has tied you all together.
That is the pursuit of excellence.”

This is the second cohort to finish the project. The
first cohort celebrated at a completion ceremony in August
2008.
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IRUSTA CONTRIBUTES TO
NATURE MEDICINE ARTICLE

Pablo Irusta, assistant professor of human science, has
contributed to a recent article in Nature Medicine
about respiratory syncytial virus.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, RSV is the most common cause of bronchiolitis and
pneumonia among infants and children under 1 year of age.

The research—Iled by scientists at Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center—uncovered why a 1966 vaccine used to
inoculate children against infection instead caused severe res-
piratory disease. Efforts to make another one essentially
stopped. Currently, there is no vaccine against the illness.

The findings, which were reported in the January 2009
issue of the prestigious journal, could jumpstart work on
“effective killed-virus vaccines” for RSV and other respiratory
viruses, according to a Johns Hopkins press release.

The article, the release noted, “also debunks a popular
theory that the 1966 vaccine was ineffective because the for-
malin used to inactivate the virus disrupted critical antigens,
the substances that stimulate the production of protective
antibodies.”

The researchers said, “the problem occurred when the
antibodies created by the vaccine failed to successfully bind
to the real virus after exposure to it, thereby incapacitating
it.”

A SAMPLE OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS

NHS faculty members publish in a variety of journals
and books. Recent examples include:
= Farrokh Alemi, professor of health systems administra-
tion, co-authored an article in the Journal of Health
Administration Education about open courses and online
education.
= Laura Anderko, the Robert and Kathleen Scanlon
Chair in Values Based Health Care, co-authored an arti-
cle in the American Journal of Nursing on best practices
in environmental health nursing.
= Jennifer Huang, associate professor of international
health, co-authored an article in the journal of Health
Care for the Poor and Underserved about delayed or
forgone care among children in Chinese immigrant
families.
= Karen S. Kesten, director of the acute care nurse
practitioner and acute and critical care clinical nurse

Irusta, one of the senior
authors of the article, collab-
orates closely with senior
investigator Fernando
Polack, an infectious disease
specialist at the Johns Hop-
kins Children’s Center.

“We have found the key
reason why the old vaccine
did not work,” Irusta said.
“Therefore, this research
opens the possibility to make
safe and effective RSV vac-
cines in the future.”

The research team found that the 1966 vaccine failed to
activate a critical signaling pathway—called toll-like receptor
—that helps the immune system recognize and fight a virus.

Aside from his RSV laboratory work with the Johns
Hopkins team, Irusta also extends his research to undergrad-
uate students at Georgetown.

Irusta directs an annual translational health science
internship in Argentina for undergraduates to learn about
RSV and others illnesses from a lab and a clinical perspec-
tive. The third annual internship occurred this summer.

“Growth is not a function of the first step, but one char-
acterized by success and sustainability,” said NHS Dean
Bette Jacobs.

(RIS L

medicine

NHS Professor Pablo Irusta pub-
lished in Nature Medicine.

specialist programs, Linda Briggs, adjunct assistant pro-
fessor of nursing, Helen Brown, adjunct instructor of
nursing, and Stephen Hurst, director of medical tech-
nologies, co-authored a chapter in the new book, High-
Fidelity Patient Simulation in Nursing Education (JONes
and Bartlett Publishers, 2009) about simulation in acute
care advanced practice nursing.

= Michael Stoto, professor of health systems administra-
tion, co-authored an article in Disaster Medicine and
Public Health Preparedness about the impact of tabletop
exercises on participants’ knowledge of and confidence
in legal authorities for infectious disease emergencies.

= Rudolf V. Van Puymbroeck, associate professor of inter-
national health, authored an article in the Georgetown
Journal on Poverty & Law about legal reform for
HIV/AIDS and poverty reduction.
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STUDENT USES FELLOWSHIP
TO IMPROVE HEALTH

David Lee (NHS"10), a health care management & poli-
cy major, recently earned a UNESCO Laura W. Bush
Traveling Fellowship, which is awarded by the U.S.
Department of State.

As a fellow, Lee traveled to Kabul, Afghanistan for several
weeks. His project focused on bringing cheaper and sus-
tainable energy to the region.

While there, he collaborated with Afghans4 Tomorrow
—a non-profit, non-political, humanitarian organization
dedicated to the reconstruction and development of
Afghanistan.

Lee specifically worked on promoting the use of organic
waste—such as paper, sawdust, and animal waste—to create
briquettes for heating and cooking fuel.

“Most of the fuel that is used is butane fuel,” Lee said.
“Thats really expensive because it is imported. Poor individ-
uals, refugees, widows, and handicapped individuals have
limited access to expensive heating and cooking fuel. In the
winter, it gets very cold.”

Lee worked in collaboration with Afghans4Tomorrow

Lee said his project serves a dual purpose. The first is to
improve the country’s sanitation by removing organic waste
from the streets. And the second is to better the public’s
health through a cleaner environment, as well as access to
an alternative and a cheaper fuel source.

“The project combines alternative and sustainable ener-
gy with public health and sanitation issues,” Lee said.

Back at Georgetown, Lee is using the experience to
launch his own non-profit called Sanitation NOW.

OF NoTe: NHS ALUMNA ASSUMES
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP ROLE

NHS alumna Colleen
Scanlon (NHS'76, H'0O), sen-
ior vice president for advo-
cacy at Catholic Health
Initiatives, was recently
named chair of the Board of
Trustees of the Catholic
Health Association, the
national advocate for
Catholic health care in the
U.S. “It's truly an honor to
help lead an organization
that has had such an impor-
tant and positive impact on
health care for so many
years,” said Scanlon, also a
member of the NHS Board of Visitors. “Now more than
ever, the CHA is a vital voice as our nation moves toward
real health care reform that we all hope will lead to accessi-
ble, affordable care for everyone.”

His organization plans to help coordinate the various
sanitation services and technologies that exist around the
globe.

“What my non-profit is going to work toward is build-
ing a coalition among nongovernmental organizations and
coordinating sanitation efforts whenever these organizations
go out into the field,” Lee said. “We are going to offer a
complete package to the communities we serve.”

Lee, who had the opportunity to meet with then-First
Lady Laura Bush (H’04) at the White House, said that the
experience in Afghanistan has heightened his interests in
health policy and international development.

“Sanitation is the easiest thing to correct to benefit the
health of people,” Lee said. “Other public health measures
can be far more expensive.”

Georgetown University President John J. DeGioia
offered praise for Lee’s work.

“I know that both the people of Afghanistan and the
broader world will benefit from your work,” DeGioia
wrote in a letter to Lee. “...\We are proud to have you as a
member of the Georgetown community, and I look for-
ward to hearing more about your project in the months
ahead.”
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MaJoOr FOrRuM TACKLES HOsPITAL DESIGN

The health care industry needs a strong voice for
evidence-based architectural design of hospital and
health systems, according to Carolyn Clancy (H'08),
director of the federal Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quiality.

In the spring semester, Clancy delivered the keynote
address at a major forum, hosted by the Department of
Health Systems Administration. Perkins+Will, an interna-
tional architecture firm that specializes in health care, spon-
sored the forum.

The daylong event—held at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Washington—covered an emerging collaboration among
hospital administrators and architects to implement design
innovations that improve quality of health care for patients
in hospital settings.

“Clearly, health care needs a strong voice for evidence-
based design,” said Clancy. “Patient safety, hospital con-
struction, and making sure patients get the best possible
outcomes are about as local as it gets in health care. Where
it matters is on the ground where you live.”

Carrie Rich (G’09), who earned her master’s degree in
health systems administration and is now working at
Perkins+Will, was among a team that organized the forum,
which brought together about 70 speakers and participants
from academe, the architecture industry, and health care.

Rich said she first conceived of the idea for the forum
after speaking with a hospital executive who expressed deep

Carolyn Clancy, director of
the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality,
spoke at the forum.

concerns about the soundness of the facility’s physical
infrastructure.

She said she hoped the forum would allow participants
to learn from one another, provide ideas for solutions, and
discover new questions.

“l am convinced that it is our questions that brought
us here today,” Rich said. “I hope you will leave here with
more questions than answers and that you will challenge
each other.”

Throughout the day, speakers addressed a range of top-
ics, including the research status of evidence-based design,
integration of information technology, the effects of design
on health professionals, sustainable design, related advice
for health care executives, and community engagement and
fundraising for new facilities.

OF NoTE: NHS CONGRATULATES PROFESSOR YEARWOOD

NHS Professor Edilma Yearwood was promoted recently to the
position of associate professor of nursing with tenure. A fellow
of the American Academy of Nursing, Yearwood served in 2008
as a U.S. Fulbright Senior Specialist at the University of West
Indies School of Nursing, Mona Campus, in Kingston, Jamaica.
While there, she taught undergraduates, graduate students, and
faculty concepts related to mental health and evidence-based
practice. She also visited multiple mental health treatment sites.
Yearwood teaches undergraduate psychiatric nursing and spe-
cializes in child and adolescent mental health, health and mental
health of immigrant Latin American and Caribbean families, and
cultural diversity. She remains on the Fulbright roster until 2012.
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Forum participant Kerrie Cardon, a registered nurse
and an architect, discussed the ways in which hospital
design affects caregivers’ workplace satisfaction and ability
to spend time with patients.

For example, she noted that due to the floor plan of
some hospitals, nurses could walk up to six miles during
their shifts. “We're wearing nurses out,” she said.

By altering hallway layout, Cardon noted that she
could reduce that number to three miles, giving about an
hour back to the nursing staff for more direct face-time
with patients.

“What a fabulous time to be in the design industry
right now,” Cardon said.

Clancy echoed similar themes in her keynote address.

“[Designs] of organizations, facilities, work processes,
and equipment are all highly interdependent and impact
one another,” Clancy said. “They also have impact on
patient outcomes, safety, and staff satisfaction. Either posi-
tively or negatively, the design will exert its influence.”

Evidence-based hospital design can express cultural
sensitivity as well, NHS Dean Bette Jacobs said, referring
to Indian Health Service hospitals in Anchorage, Ala., and
the Jicarilla Apache Nation in Dulce, N.M.

“These service units incorporate space and function
with spiritual supports,” Jacobs said, noting that NHS has
been working with the Rev. Alex Vadakumthala, project
director of the CBCI Society for Medical Education in
India, to grow evidence-based hospital design for cultural-
ly diverse communities around the globe.

OF NOTE: SISTER HELEN CELEBRATES
50 YEARS OF RELIGIOUS LIFE

On April 26, Sister Helen
Scarry, R.J.M., was hon-
ored at a jubilee Mass in
Dahlgren Chapel of the
Sacred Heart. Scarry,
who is marking 50 years
of service in religious life,
is the chaplain for NHS.
After the Mass, family,
friends, and colleagues
gathered to celebrate at
a special reception on
campus.

SAVE THE DATE

A follow-up to the Georgetown University-Perkins+Will
forum is scheduled for April 22, 2010. Contact
Carrie.Rich@perkinswill.com.

Carolyn Saour (G'09), who com-
pleted the master’s program in
health systems administration,
asked a question during the forum.

FaLL 2009 ]]
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GLoBAL GROUP TACKLES
INDIGENOUS HEALTH

Individuals from as far away as Australia gathered on
Georgetown University’s campus during the spring
semester to discuss ways to protect the rights of

indigenous communities in medical research, particular-
ly with the advent of genetic and genomic technologies.

The event—co-sponsored by the O’NEeill Institute for

National and Global Health Law and the U.S. Department

of Health and Human Services—brought together 12
health, legal, medical, and scientific experts to shed light

on the subject. The event culminated from a long working

relationship between NHS Dean Bette Jacobs (Cherokee)

Julie DeLoia, associate dean of academic affairs at NHS, and Gregory
Downing of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

From left to right: Clifton Poodry, Rodrigue Takoudjou, S.J., and Jacinta Elston

and participant Clifton Poodry (Seneca), director of the
Division of Minority Opportunities in Research at the
National Institute of General Medical Sciences.

“We are most honored here at Georgetown to have
such a distinguished set of people,” said Jeff Collmann,
director of the O’Neill Institute’s Center for Disease
Prevention and Health Outcomes.

Jacobs, Howard Federoff, executive vice president of
Georgetown University Medical Center, and Gregory
Downing, program director of personalized health care at
HHS, offered welcoming remarks..

“We here at Georgetown are trying to make our little,
incremental contribution to this field,” said Federoff.
“Vulnerable populations need to be fully included in the
application of any of the technologies that you will be
discussing.”

“This [topic] has been a long-term interest of mine,”
added Jacobs.

Jacabs also recounted Georgetown’s longtime history

of inclusiveness and a story she had learned from her
father about giant redwood trees.

“The redwood trees have a very shallow root system,”
she said. “But that root system grows together.

Essentially they hold each other up. [The] responsibility
to care for all people is one that I entrust to the people
here, and | welcome you to Georgetown.”

“I really want to commend Howard and Bette for
stepping into this space,” said Downing, who noted that
the forum could help “change the course.”

Participants discussed a variety of challenges related to
ensuring reciprocal benefits to indigenous populations and
continued advancement in genomic science.

Some of those challenges include appreciation for cul-
tural and spiritual traditions, past abuses by the scientific
community, language barriers, and a lack of specific infor-
mation about the benefits of genomic science to vulnera-
ble communities.

Novel approaches to further genomic research include
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From left to right: NHS Dean Bette Jacobs, GUMC EVP Howard J. Federoff, and NHS Professor Jeff Collmann

clinical workforce education and training for indigenous
populations and scientists alike.

Jacinta Elston, associate professor of family medicine
at James Cook University in Australia, said that indige-
nous peoples must be active participants in research on
their communities.

“Our communities do own the story and continue to
own the story,” said Elston, an aborigine and South Sea
islander. “...Rigorous research in an indigenous setting
requires indigenous engagement.”

Doris Cook, another speaker, worked at the Canadian
Institutes of Health Research and helped develop research
ethics protocols for projects involving the country’s aborig-
inal communities.

Cook, a member of the Akwesasne Mohawk nation,
said scientists must regain the trust of the aboriginal com-
munities after past exploitative missteps.

“Much of this problem relates to a lack of trust which
is based on the historical experience aboriginal people have
had with researchers,” she said.

While the challenges are clear, the potential benefits of
genomic science are also significant.

Gerardo Jimenez-Sanchez, director general at the
National Institute of Genomic Medicine in Mexico, dis-
cussed the price of not developing genomic medicine.

“We developed a plan [in Mexico] as to how much it
would cost to develop genomic medicine and how much
will it cost not to develop genomic medicine,” said
Jimenez-Sanchez, who remarked that the disparity exceed-
ed hundreds of millions of dollars.

The 2009 forum follows up on several events that
NHS and the O’NEeill Institute have convened on
genomics and personalized medicine and health care.
Organizers plan to publish the proceedings of the event.
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